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political significance; they were easily suppressed by the police and the troops. Russian Marxism was still in its infancy, a literary movement sponsored by a small coterie of radical intellectuals, rather than a fighting revolutionary organization. From these humble beginnings grew the Russian Social Democrat Part}*, its Bolshevik faction, and finally the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R.
FOREIGN RELATIONS
Alexander III lives in official Russian historiography as the tsar peacemaker; under his rule the empire remained at peace except for minor, albeit costly, military expeditions in central Asia, One factor working against war was the circumspect and cautious policy of Giers, de facto head of the foreign office in the closing years of Gorchakov's chancellorship and foreign minister from April, 1882, to 1895. Unlike his predecessor, Giers was not a spectacular international figure with a flair for glittering generalities and ambitious schemes. Contemporary observers and historians differ in their evaluation of the part actually played by Giers in directing Russian foreign policies. Witte in his memoirs speaks of Giers7 whom he knew well, as ua very prudent man, a diplomat, a civil servant of average ability and limited vision but wide experience." According to the same source, Alexander III held that he was his own minister of foreign affairs, and treated Giers as a mere secretary, an attitude which, however, did not prevent the tsar from following at times the counsel of the compliant titular head of the foreign office. This viewr of Giers's role is accepted by many historians (for instance, Skazkin). On the other hand Nolde, author of an admirable study on the Franco-Russian alliance, maintains that Giers was a true statesman (un veritable homme d'etat), that his reputed pliability was illusory, and that he pursued with determination and skill a policy of peace dictated by the international situation and Russia's best interests.20 Even though this appraisal may well be regarded as unduly generous (especially in view of the vagaries and methods of Russian policy in Bulgaria), the fact remains that Giers successfully kept in check the aggressive nationalistic and expansionist influences to which Alexander was so susceptible, and repeatedly prevented the tsar from adopting a course that might have precipitated an international conflagration. The Russian minister, according to Berahard von Billow (letter to Bismarck of October 27,1887, N.S.),
2* Baron Boris Nolde, L'Affiance franco-russe, pp. 259, 278.